
 

 

 

 

Mills High School 
Syllabus for AP English Literature and Composition 

                   Mr. Scott Ferris    English 
 

 

 

Contact information: 

Room Number: 123 

Email: sferris@smuhsd.org 

Phone Extension: 3507 

Availability: Period 4 is my last class of the day and I leave shortly after, so if you wish to meet with me 

after school, I require advance notice, preferably 24 to 48 hours. This also means that on Tuesday Block, I 

will typically leave after Period 1, so I will only be there for Flex that day if an appointment is scheduled. 

Preferred Method of Contact: Email 

 

MHS Schoolwide Learning Outcomes (SLOs): 

● Effective Communicators and Collaborators 

● Positive contributors to the community 

● Individuals that are healthy, self-reliant and responsible 

● Critical Problem Solvers and Creative Thinkers 

 

Academic Expectations & Classroom Rules: 

Welcome to AP English Literature and Composition! AP English Literature and Composition is designed 

to prepare students for the demands of the AP Examination and highly competitive colleges and 

universities through challenging students to think creatively, critically, and analytically on a daily basis. 

In addition to preparing for the AP test through timed AP-style writing and multiple-choice practice, the 

class’s assignments will help to develop and improve upon their reading, writing, speaking, and analytical 

skills and help them to be reflective, critical, and purposeful thinkers. Students will read a variety of prose 

and literary works and will analyze how they reflect society, history, culture, and psychology through 

various literary criticism and theory. 

 

The classroom is considered a professional environment.  As a result, the following expectations apply to 

all students in addition to Mills High School’s school-wide rules and expectations: 

 

● Check the class’s Canvas page for announcements, homework, etc. I will also do my best to update 

the Daily Agenda each day so that there is a constant, abridged record of what was covered on a given 

day so previously-absent students can attempt to hit the ground running. 
● Arrive on time and be prepared for class, which includes having completed homework before class, 

reading assigned material before class, and participating during class. 

● Remain in your seat during class unless instructed otherwise. 
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o If you need to throw something away, wait until the class is engaged with a task and there 

is no speaker lecturing, answering a question, etc. 

● Keep your electronics turned off/on silent and do not use them unless given permission to do so.  I 

will take them as necessary, initiating the successive steps below: 
o The first time I take it, you get it back at the end of the period. 
o The second time I take it, you get it back at the end of the day. 
o The third time I take it, you get it back at the end of the day and I schedule a meeting 

with your parent(s)/guardian(s) to discuss your behavior. 
● Keep your hands to yourself and do not uncomfortably invade someone’s personal space. 
● No sleeping or putting your head down in class. 
● No hoods or hats on during class.  It is considered a sign of respect and professionalism to remove 

them when you are indoors in a professional environment. 

● No backpacks on during class.  You are not going to act as if you are merely waiting to leave, as that 

is highly unprofessional. 
● Three or more tardies will result in parent/guardian notification and referral to the Dean as stated in 

Mills’s Student and Parent/Guardian Handbook. 

● The only time you should be working on something else for another class is if you have finished the 

current task for this class.  Even if you have finished the current task, using your cell phone is not an 

option except under certain circumstances. 

● During quizzes, tests, and in-class essays, there should not be any talking or using of cell phones 

unless you are given permission to do so.  If disruptive behavior becomes an issue, those involved 

will receive no credit for the assignment and will not be able to make it up. 

● All work you submit should be your own, original work, not plagiarized from another student, online, 

etc. Plagiarized work cannot be made up and an in-office parent conference will be scheduled. 
● If you need to use the restroom, raise your hand and ask.  Do not just get up and leave.  I need to be 

aware of who is in and out of the classroom in the event of an emergency.  The following additional 

rules regarding the restroom apply as well: 
o No one will be allowed to use the restroom within the first ten or last ten minutes of class.   
o Except in cases of an emergency of some kind, only one person may be out using the 

restroom at a time. 
● Speak clearly and audibly in complete, grammatically correct sentences and write complete, 

grammatically correct sentences as often as possible. 

● Avoid profanity, slang, slurs, racial remarks, sexist remarks, homophobic remarks, transphobic 

remarks, etc.  You are expected to speak and behave a certain way in a professional environment. 
● Be prepared to be asked to speak whether your hand is raised or not and to be asked multiple probing 

questions. 

● Actively listen to understand when someone is speaking.  There should not be people talking over 

whoever is sharing their thoughts, presenting, etc., whether you agree with the person speaking or not. 
● If you need help with something or need to discuss something privately, please ask. 
 

Failure to abide by the rules and expectations laid out in this syllabus and Mills’s Student and 

Parent/Guardian Handbook will result in escalating consequences, including but not limited to conversing 

with me after class or after school, serving detention with me after school for one hour (or longer 

depending on the offense and its severity), referrals, and parent conferences. 

 

 

Class Materials: 

Every day, students are expected to bring whatever text(s) we are currently working with and an 

organizational system of their choice, such as a binder with appropriate dividers and binder paper, and a 

notebook, unless students prefer to keep any notes taken in class on binder paper in their binder. 



 

Additionally, students are expected to come prepared with pencils, pens (blue or black ink), highlighter(s) 

(if they find highlighters a particularly useful tool for them when annotating), and any 

handout(s)/homework that are due that day. 
 

Topics/Texts Covered & Pacing: 

Classwork, assessments, discussions, etc., will be based on the following list of texts (in no particular 

order at this time), with each unit usually lasting two to four weeks. Additional texts may be added at the 

teacher’s discretion, and what is listed here is subject to change due to textbook scheduling and/or 

curriculum improvement. 

 

● How to Read Literature Like a Professor by Thomas C. Foster [Summer Reading] 
● Othello by William Shakespeare [Summer Reading] 
● Great Expectations by Charles Dickens [Summer Reading] 
● Shorter fiction, nonfiction, and poetry 
● AP Exam Review and Preparation 
● The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald 
● The Metamorphosis by Franz Kafka 

● 1984 by George Orwell 
● One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest by Ken Kesey 
● Hamlet by William Shakespeare 
● Death of a Salesman by Arthur Miller 
● Jane Eyre by Charlotte Brontë 
● Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe 
● Oedipus Rex by Sophocles 
● Waiting for Godot by Samuel Beckett 

 

Grading: 

The grading scale is as follows:  

● A+ = 100 to 97.00%      A = 96.99 to 93.00%   A- = 92.99 to 90.00% 
● B+ = 89.99 to 87.00%   B = 86.99 to 83.00%   B- = 82.99 to 80.00% 
● C+ = 79.99 to 77.00%   C = 76.99 to 73.00%   C- = 72.99 to 70.00% 
● D+ = 69.99 to 67.00%   D = 66.99 to 63.00%   D- = 62.99 to 60.00% 
● F = 59.99% or less 

 

The assignment categories and their weighting are as follows: 

● Essays and Projects: 50% of your grade. 
● Homework and Classwork: 15% of your grade. 

● Quizzes and Tests: 20% of your grade. 
● Finals: 15% of your grade. 

 

A student will receive zero credit on an assignment if plagiarism was involved, they did not meet the 

minimum requirements/expectations, and/or they did not answer any questions/complete the necessary 

tasks correctly. A student will also receive zero credit on an assignment if it is not submitted at all, though 

if certain extenuating circumstances are responsible for this, we can discuss the matter sometime before or 

after class and reach a determination on the score/next steps. 

 

Do not count on Extra Credit being assigned. I rarely if ever assign Extra Credit, and I do not ever create 

Extra Credit simply so that a student can raise their grade that had dropped due to not submitting work, 



 

performing inadequately on assignments, etc.; however, as mentioned in the previous paragraph, 

depending on any extenuating circumstances, we can discuss the situation if/when it arises. 

 

Homework Policy (SMUHSD Board Policy): 

As per the San Mateo Union High School District’s Board Policy, homework will be a relevant extension 

of classroom instruction and learning designed to provide further opportunities to hone your academic 

skills and to check for understanding and to allow for the application of acquired/developing academic 

knowledge. Additionally, students will not be assigned homework over school holidays, such as the 

Thanksgiving Holiday, Winter Recess, etc., as that should be time for students to relax, enjoy themselves, 

develop other skills, pursue hobbies and interests, spend time with their friends and family, etc. 

Depending on the time of year, students may have current, long-term assignments/projects that were 

assigned before and extend past a school holiday, but the students will not be expected to work on it 

during that time.  

 

A typical homework assignment (e.g. one that is due the next day or the next time the students see me) 

may take anywhere from thirty to sixty minutes to complete, though this time should be expected to vary 

if, for example, the homework involves assigned reading from a text, as students read at different levels 

and speeds. Homework will not be assigned every single day, though students will generally have 

something they can and should be studying in order to prep for a future assessment. 

 

Formatting Assignments: 

When an assignment involves submitting writing on binder/notebook paper or typing up the document, 

proper MLA formatting should always be used, and certain assignments have additional requirements: 

● In-class writing, such as “everyday classwork”: Single spaced, pencil or pen (blue or black 

ink), written on the front side of the binder/notebook paper (do not write on the back). 

● In-class essays, such as timed writing, etc.: Single spaced, blue or black ink, written on the 

front side of the binder/notebook paper (do not write on the back). 
● Untimed writing that is completed at home, such as typed documents, and/or revisions: 

Double spaced, typed, black ink on white paper, written on the front and back or just the front 

(you can choose to print the document double-sided or only on one side), 12-point font, Times 

New Roman. 
 

Late Work Policy: 

I accept late work with a few caveats: 

● Students will lose 20% on an assignment for each day that it is late. This means that after five 

days, students will receive no credit for a late assignment. 

● Late work must be fully completed or it will not be accepted. Partial completion in an effort to 

“get it in before more credit is lost” will not suffice. 
● If an assignment is due in class and you turn it in to me at some point after class, even if it is the 

same day, it is considered late because it was not handed in when it was originally due. 

● If an assignment is due on a Friday or a day that happens to be right before a day off, a weekend, 

or a week off (such as for Spring Recess), it will not be accepted late. 
● If a student is absent the day an assignment is due and their absence is unexcused, it will not be 

accepted late. 
 

*Depending on extenuating circumstances, exceptions may be made at the teacher’s discretion once the 

student has had an opportunity to discuss the issue with me. 
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Makeup Work Policy (After Absences): 

It is the student’s responsibility to make up assignments missed due to absences, and absent students 

should check the Daily Agenda on the class’s Canvas page and check in with me before class. Messaging 

me through Canvas or emailing me is also an option. Additionally: 

 

● The number of days you have to turn in work you missed is equal to the number of days you were 

absent (excused absences only). 
● Large assignments, such as essays, will be considered late if not turned in on time or early (if you 

can anticipate the absence), whether that be in person, via email, or via Canvas submission. 

● If an assignment involves a presentation and you are absent, even if the absence is excused, we 

will need to discuss it to determine next steps. 
● Plagiarized work cannot be made up and you will receive zero credit for it. 

 

*Depending on extenuating circumstances, exceptions may be made at the teacher’s discretion once the 

student has had an opportunity to discuss the issue with me. 

 

Revisions and Retakes: 

You can revise any essay you have submitted once in order to receive a higher score. If you wish to revise 

an essay, you must first meet with me to discuss it further and to allow for the opportunity to clear any 

questions or misunderstandings you may have before you proceed to revise it. When you resubmit the 

revised essay, you must also include the original version/any required drafts with it. 

 

Barring extreme circumstances that we would need to discuss, there are no retakes for quizzes and tests. If 

your absence is excused, you can take the quiz or test during a Flex period. 

 

Tutoring & Interventions: 

Please see me individually for additional tutoring or interventions. The Flex period can be an opportunity 

for this, and as mentioned at the beginning of the syllabus, you can meet with me after school but I need 

advance notice if that is something you wish to schedule. You can also contact me anytime with questions 

you may have (email is my preferred method of contact). I will not necessarily be able to respond 

immediately, but I try to make sure that I respond as soon as possible. 

 

Closing: 

I look forward to the coming school year and working with and supporting you as we progress through 

the year. On the following page, you will find some quotes that may help to give you a greater 

understanding of my own thinking and principles as they relate to society and education, and they should 

help to get you in the “thinking mood” for the school year. Then, both you and a parent/guardian should 

read and complete the Academic Contract on the last page, which you will return to me. 

 

“The paradox of education is precisely this – that as one begins to become conscious one begins to 

examine the society in which he is being educated.” – James A. Baldwin 

 

“The function of education is to teach one to think intensively and to think critically.  Intelligence plus 

character – that is the goal of true education.” – Martin Luther King Jr. 

 

“Education is learning what you didn’t even know you didn’t know.” – Daniel J. Boorstin 

 



 

“When we value others for their uniqueness and differences, then we enhance the possibilities for our 

children and ourselves.” – Lee Mun Wah 

 

“A man who stands for nothing will fall for anything.” – Malcolm X 

 

“When one door of happiness closes, another opens; but often we look so long at the closed door that we 

do not see the one which has been opened for us.” – Helen Keller 

 

“People are often unreasonable, irrational, and self-centered.  Forgive them anyway.  If you are kind, 

people may accuse you of selfish, ulterior motives.  Be kind anyway.  If you are successful, you will 

make some unfaithful friends and some genuine enemies.  Succeed anyway.  If you are honest and 

sincere, people may deceive you.  Be honest anyway.  What you spend years creating, others could 

destroy overnight.  Create anyway.  If you find serenity and happiness, some may be jealous.  Be happy 

anyway.  The good you do today will often be forgotten.  Do good anyway.  Give the best you have, and 

it will never be enough.  Give your best anyway.” – Mother Teresa 

 

“We must always take sides.  Neutrality helps the oppressor, never the victim.  Silence encourages the 

tormentor, never the tormented.  Sometimes we must interfere. ...Action is the only remedy to 

indifference: the most insidious danger of all.” – Elie Wiesel 

 

“How far you go in life depends on your being tender with the young, compassionate with the aged, 

sympathetic with the striving, and tolerant of the weak and strong.  Because someday in your life you will 

have been all of these.” – George Washington Carver 

 

“It is not our differences that divide us.  It is our inability to recognize, accept, and celebrate those 

differences.” – Audre Lorde 

 

“No one is born hating another person because of the color of his skin, or his background, or his religion.  

People must learn to hate, and if they can learn to hate, they can be taught to love, for love comes more 

naturally to the human heart than its opposite.” – Nelson Mandela 

 

“As you grow older, you will discover that you have two hands, one for helping yourself, the other for 

helping others.”  – Audrey Hepburn 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Academic Contract for Mr. Scott Ferris’s AP English Literature and 

Composition Class: 

 

As the Student: By signing below, I accept responsibility for my actions and agree to and understand the 

expectations outlined in the syllabus for Mr. Scott Ferris’s AP English Literature and Composition class. 

I also agree to do my best each day and to ask for assistance if I need it. 

 

Student Name (Please Print) ____________________________________________________________ 

 

Student Signature _____________________________________________________________________ 

  

 

 

 

 

As the Parent/Guardian: By signing below, I affirm that I understand the expectations outlined in the 

syllabus for Mr. Scott Ferris’s AP English Literature and Composition class and that I expect my student 

to abide by them. I also agree that if I have questions about the class or my student’s performance in the 

class, I will get in touch with Mr. Scott Ferris. 

 

Parent/Guardian Name (Please Print) ____________________________________________________ 

 

Parent/Guardian Signature _____________________________________________________________ 

 

Parent/Guardian Email (Best One To Reach You At) _______________________________________ 

 

Parent/Guardian Daytime Phone # (Best One To Reach You At) _____________________________ 

  

As a Parent/Guardian, are you fluent in English/do you feel comfortable conversing in English, or 

would prefer a translator be present if we ended up having a meeting? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

As the Parent/Guardian, what other languages (if any) do you speak?  _________________________ 


